


RIBCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held  on 18th May at 7.30pm at SS Peter and Pauls Parish Centre, Ribchester
PRESENT:  Councillors Cromie, Finch, Mason, Yates. 
		    Borough Councillor Barnsley
RESIDENTS: One
APOLOGIES: Councillors Caunce,  Dickinson,  & Ellis, 
1 ANNUAL ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR.
Councillor Yates was duly elected to the Chair, and Councillor Mason was elected as Vice-Chair.
2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None
3 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
Concerns were raised about the increasing volume of large vehicles (often articulated) causing problems in the village.  A particular incident was reported, when an exceptionally large ‘waggon’ was driven down Church Street at 11.15 pm, but was too big to manoeuvre.  Several residents tried to help, but  Holts had to be called upon to assist.   Further examples of potentially dangerous situations occurring were given.  
This generated a discussion as to possible solutions to prevent such incidents occurring in the future. The erection of large signs stating maximum tonnage, or ‘No Through Road’ signs. The complexity of this was thoroughly debated.  Points were raised about various lengths of the vehicles, the tonnage, speeds etc.  It was proposed that inviting the LCC Councillor round the village to observe at first hand the problem, and also to see the extent of the damage to pavements, kerbs etc.  Cllr Barnsley reported that he had made an application for the installation of a large sign, alerting commercial vehicles to the problem.  Another proposal was to apply for double yellow lines to be painted in the key areas of the village
The options were given full consideration, including – if necessary -  involving the police.  This advice was also noted.   The discussion concluded with the expression of concern that the situation was an ‘accident waiting to happen’.
3 CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES:
The minutes were confirmed as a true record.
4 MATTERS ARISING
It was reported to the meeting that the Chair had responded to a FOI request from a resident.  The complaint drew attention to the fact that some of the Council’s Minutes were ‘missing’ from the record.  A review of Council processes was promised.  When the query was raised with the Website company, it was pointed out that the period being complained of was primarily one which corresponded to the period of the Coronavirus; however there were some others  (outwith the pandemic) which needed to be added to the site, to complete the records.  As a result of this coming to light a review of Council processes was promised.
Council returned to the previously considered issue of the replacement of the Dog Bin  near the riverside.  The proposal was that a new one should be paid for and installed by the Council.


5 PLANNING APPLICATIONS:
3/2026/0360 – Lower Dutton Cottage (Repairs to chimney)
6 FINANCIAL MATTERS:
It had been reported that the annual Precept had been paid; unfortunately, it had been sent to the previous bank account – which had been closed by Lloyd’s Bank.  Subsequently, the money was transferred to the new Unity Bank Trust account.
7 REPORTS FROM PRINCIPAL COMMITTEES
It was reported that the Borough Council is now a Reform Party/Conservative Alliance.  Cllr Duxbury is the LCC Councillor for Ribchester.
It was also noted that the new Mayor Cllr is Cllr Jan Alcock from Hurst Green.
8 VILLAGE MATTERS
The proposed renovations to SS Peter & Paul’s Centre were considered.  An application for support had been sent in.  Council spent time considering the financial implications of this application.  It was agreed to further explore this application, given that it was not known what the long term future was likely to be.  It was acknowledged that the Centre was used by a number of groups, but the Council expressed the wish to be furnished with more information about its long-term future.  It was pointed out that other PCs had grant application forms which assisted Councils in decision making.  It was proposed to obtain copy/copies of such forms and place on Agenda for next meeting.


PART TWO – GOVERNANCE ISSUES
It was proposed that the Council needed an internal audit, which, it was proposed LALC should be asked to carry out.  This proposal should be put to LALC in terms of cost implications,  and who  should be approached to conduct the Audit.  There is a list available – which should be requested.
 The meeting closed at 9.25pm
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on 15 June 2026





Signed…………………………………………………………
Date……………………………………………………………..






